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©HE Dbgo^ato^ and Fui^nishei^. 




*An Automatic Watchman < 



A Novel Invention, Effective, Reliable. Requires no nails, 
screws, wires or batteries, Secures Doors, Windows, Stables, 
Henery and all places exposed to TRAMPS or THIEyES. 

Sample by Mail, $1.50. 
Address, 

COMMON SENSE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 

42 VESEY STREET, NEW YORK. 



Phoenix Glass Company, 



MANUFACTURERS OF 



A rtistic G lassware. 

Ivory, * Crystal, * Etched * and * Engraved * Tableware, 

Gas, $ Kerosene * and * Electric * Globes, 

Shadas, * Etc., * Etc. 

729 Broadway, cor. Wayerley Place, 

PITTSBURGH, PENN., 43 SIXTH AV. 



Sole Manufacturers in the United States of Webb Art Glass. 



USE MAXWELL'S GYPSUM PAINT 

BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE AND CHEAP. 

For Mills, Factories and Fine Parlors. 

FOR SALE AT ALL PAINT STORES. 
Send for circulars to 

JOHN MAXWELL, Manufacturer and Proprietor, 

Otsego and Tasker Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 




Xhe Lowell Manufacturing Qo. 

SMITH, HOGG & GARDNER, AGENTS, 

Nos. 66 & 68 Chauncey Street, Boston. 

Nos. 115 & 117 Worth Street, NEW YORK. 



For nearly half a century LOWELL CARPETS have been acknowledged to be the best 
made. 

The - grade has never been lowered, and the Company unhesitatingly challenge comparison 
with the productions of any other manufacturers in the world. 

The word "LOWELL" appears in capital letters in the back of Lowell Wiltons and Body 
Brussels, at every repeat of the pattern. 

Lowell Ingrains are wound upon a hollow stick, which the United States Supreme Court has 
decided to be a valid trade mark. 

The public are therefore thoroughly protected against deception. 



P. F. McMAHON, 



157 Wooster Street, New York, 

MANUFACTURES OF 

CATHEDRAL, ANTIQUE & OPALESCENT MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 

The largest and most varied stock of New Designs and Samples in Vie city, 
simple and elaborate to select from. 



ESTIMATES CHEERFULLY FURNISHED. 



HINTS AND NOTIONS. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Our subscribers are at liberty to ask us for 
information at any time upon matters properly 
falling within the sphere of this journal. 
When the information sought is of value to 
the general reader it will be given in this de- 
partment. If it is of sufficient scope to war- 
rant it a special article will be prepared, and 
if necessary engravings illustrating the sub- 
ject made for the body of the magazine. If of 
minor or merely personal import such queries 
will always, when possible, be referred to com- 
petent authority and answered by mail. We 
are always happy to receive suggestions upon 
matters in which our readers may feel in- 
terested. • 

Distemper Paints. "R. J. F., Knoxville," 
Tenn. Your mistake is in doing stenciling 
with color ground in Japan thinned with turps. 
To have a color in distemper work, sharp, and 
that will not spread, mix as much color as re- 
quired to a stiff paste with linseed oil. Wheu 
well mixed or ground lay the color on a heavy, 
coarse brown paper for an hour or more. This 
will absorb the fatty and sticking portion of the 
oil and prevent any danger of spreading. It 
may then be thinned with turpentine to the 
proper consistence. 

Painting on Gilded Panels. "Decorator, 
Meadville, Pa." There is no preparation 
needed to paint in oils on a gilded panel. No 
mediums are required, the ordinary colors 
being used unmixed. If required to dry flat 
and remain so, the colors are mixed with tur- 
pentine and left unvarnished. If the shiny 
look of oils are to be retained they are slightly 
diluted with boiled oil, and varnished with 
white hard varnish when dry. 

N. B. B., New-Bedford. In complaining of 
the paint cracking you do not mention whether 
every coat is dead color ; a gloss coat is very 
deceiving, often appearing dry when it is other- 
wise ; in which case, when the subsequent 
coats are put. on, it goes into color cracks 
which are apt to extend to the surface. Possi- 
bly you have applied the coats too heavy. Paint 
manufacturers are often blamed for the errors 
of the painter. 

Wall Panels. "Mrs. K., Buffalo, N.Y." 
The decoration of the Panels should be in 
keeping with the wall paper patterns. It may 
be much more pronounced than those, but 
still it must not assert itself. You must be 
ready to sacrifice an admirable wall design if 
you have nothing suitable to go with it. 

Gilding Mahogany. " T. R. B. Elmira, 
N.Y." We are not surprised at your failure to 
erild mahogany with gold leaf; shell gold 
should be used. 

Conventional Treatment of Floral 
Forms. In fresco and carved designs of flow- 
ers treated conventionally, the introduction of 
the many types is apt to induce a crowded 
effect, which wholly disappears, even with the 
same amount of actual work, if only one or 
two flowers in varied aspects are introduced. 
This allows of freer and more lively and vigor- 
ous treatment. There is no end of variety in 
division of leaves, aided in the case of fresco 
by telling shadows ; and in both carving and 
fresco by variations of form and 6kilful group- 
ing in circling and semi-circling divisions, care 
being taken that the essential form is rot 
varied, and that a family likeness pervades the 
whole. 

Gilding Leather "Upholstered Coverings. 
The best plan for gilding these coverings is to 
follow the process adopted by bookbinders, to 
whose inventiveness, by the way, is due the 
streak work of the Elizabethan period. The 
parts to be gilt are covered with a layer of 
white of egg, and then with a film of -gold leaf, 
on pressing on this with a heated brass tool 
with device at the end of handle, or with orna- 
ment continuous on a revolving wheel, or 
placing the leather on a block of brass attached 
to the upper bed of a press, and on which is 
the sunk design, a large number of borders or 
devices in the centre of diaper work, or other- 
wise disposed, are quickly ornamented. 

An Off-hand Thought. Whilst decora- 
tive designers are free to avail themselves of 
the suggestive ideas provided from classic'and 
renaissance sources, they must aim in catching 
in their renderings "the spirit of the times." 
What is this spirit ? 

To Hake Varnish Adhere to Metal. 
Add five hundredths per cent, of boraic acid to 
the varnish. 




A ME RICA N ENCA USTIC 

jf\ TILING COMPANY 

[limited]. 



— Tiles- 



for Floors, Walls, Fire-places, Cabinet Work, Archi- 
tectural Enrichment and general Internal and External 
Decorative purposes. 
Designs and estimates upon application. 



Star Encaustic Tile Co., 

LIMITED, 

Manufacturers of 

Superior Gas Burned Encaustic Tile for 

Hearths and Floors in Residences 

and Public Buildings. 

Factory: BLUFF STREET, near GIST. 

OFFICE AND SALESROOM : 

No. 706 PENN AVENUE, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 



Beautiful and Lasting- for Ornamenting' 
Windows, Doors, Transoms, &c. 




SUBSTITUTE 



AT SMALL COST. Send for Illustrated Catalogue 
and Prices. Samples by mail 25 cents. 

WM. C. YOUNG, Soie Agent, 

793 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 



WASTED EVEr.TSVHERE. 



MORSE g LEVATOR ffiORKS 

MORSE, WILLIAMS & CO. 

Successors to 0L2M k MOSSE, Builders of all Kinds cf 

PASSENGER AND FREIGHT 



{£ 




Automatic Hatch. Boors 

A SPECIALTY. 
Send for Illustrated Circular. 

Office, 411 CHERRY ST. 

Works.Frankf ord Av. , Wildey 

and Sbackamaxon Bts-, 

PHILADELPHIA. 

!T.Y.Offlce,10S Liberty Street. 




Established 1841. 

W. h7~PRIES, 

433 Canal St., N. T. City, 

ART WORKER 

IN 

Wrought Iron, Brass and 
Copper. 



Antique and Artistic designs in Andirons, Lamps, 
Candlesticks, Gas Brackets and Fancy Goods of all 
descriptions. 




C. A. AIMONE, 

HANXJFACTTTKEB OF 



30 &. 32 SOUTH FIFTH AVE., 

Bet. Bleeeker and Vest 3d St&, 

MEW TOES. 

Fraii gildii«3- also done. 
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BOOTH & RIESTER, 



ECCLESIASTIC AND 

DOMESTIC 
ART STAINED GLASS. 



. P >^a^5SZfe^^ , 



STAINED GLASS 



OPALESCENT 

AND 

JEWELLED GLASS. 



No. 29 PEARL STREET, BUFFALO, N. Y. 



C. H. POSTEL & CO., 

No. 1314 Ridge Avenue; Branch Office, 527 Arch St. 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Ornamental Glass IVorks. 

EMBOSSED GLASS * NEW DESIGNS -*• MEMORIAL WINDOWS + SPECIAL 

WORK * BRASS SIGNS AND MEMORIALS * PYROGRAPHIC WORK. 

Correspondence Solicited. Designs and Estimates Furnished. 

Work as Reference : Union News Co., Pennsylvania R.R. and Pennsylvania University. 



T" " ttk THE IMPROVED ECONOMY a »^ 

Combination Steam and Warm 




Air Heater and the 
Economy Warm Air Furnaces, 

ESPECIALLY AJ3APED TO WARMING 

RESIDENCES, CHURCHES & SCHOOLS. 



Our System of Low Pressure Heating Guarantees Absolute 
Safety and Insures Perfect Ventilation. 

Our 88 page Catalogue MAILED FREE on application. 

F. PEASE FURNACE CO., 

Syracuse, N. Y., and Toronto, Ont. 
EARL B. CHACE & CO., 

GENERAL NEW YORK MANAGERS, 
206 Water Street, New York. 



THE COMBINATION HEATER, 

As it appears set in cellar, complete, ready for u 



irr East Randolph Street, CHICAGO. 

112 Portland Street, BOSTON. 



Pittsburgh Brass Company, Limited, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

Artistic M etal Goods. 

** 

Fenders, Andirons, Fire Sets, Hods, Screens, Easels, 
Etc., Etc., Etc. 

LIBRARY, HALL, PIANO AND VASE LAMPS. 



New York Office and Warerooms: 



aa PARK PLACE and 39 BARCLAY STREET. 



Factory : Allegheny, Pa. 



Artistic House Furnishing 

CARPETS, RUGS, CURTAINS, PAPER HANGINGS. 
HIGH CLASS INTERIOR DECORATIONS OF ORIGINAL DESIGNS A 
SPECIALTY. 
CAN REFER TO REPRESENTATIVE JOBS IN OTHER CITIES. 
A LARGE AND COMPREHENSIVE ASSORTMENT IN ALL DEPART- 
MENTS CONSTANTLY ON EXHIBITION. 

William H. Post & Co., 

Hartford, Conn. 



William H. Post. 
E. S. Yergason. 




Sifred€oimin 
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HINTS AND NOTIONS. 



Headers vriU please mention The Decorator and 
Furnisher in itrrUing our advertisers. 

Boule Work. The pieces of tortoise 
shell are first dipped in hot water, then have 
their edges filed, and these &re heated by 
water, and the edges joined by the gelatine, 
under a slight pressure. The patterns are 
formed by a fine watch spring saw. The pat- 
tern cut out of one slice is reversed and fitted 
to the matrix of another. They are set in the 
interstices of the wood with glue and pressure. 
Filings of the materiaKare scraped into any 
hardening apertures. Ebony, pearl shells, 
ivory and white metal, making further ele- 
ments of decoration, are added in small quan- 
tities. 

Glass Painting:. For painting in water 
colore on glass, ground glass is preferable. 
Colors are specially prepared for the purpose. 
The outline should be made with a pen charged 
with liquid color, containing a small portion of 
oxgall, and a slight coating of mastic varnish 
should be given before working .on it. Each 
layer of color should be' coated with enamel 
varnish to prevent the succeeding color rub- 
bing up or wiping off the previous coat. En- 
amel varnish is made expressly for glass 
painting. 

Paris Varnish for Fancy Woods. Dis 
solve one part good shellac in three to four 
parts alcohol of ninety-two per cent, in water 
bath ; add distilled water until a curdling mass 
separates out, which is to be collected and 
pressed between linen, the liquid being after- 
wards filtered through paper, and all the alco- 
hol separated by distillation from the water 
bath. The resin remaining is dried and then 
dissolved in double its weight of alcohol, and 
is ready for application. 

Variegated Marble Effects. These maybe 
produced by spreading damp plaster on canvas, 
and inserting in labyrinthian forms a number 
of intertwined silk threads of different colors. 
These threads discharge their dyes and are then 
removed, leaving colored vein markings. 
Clouded and other effects may be added with 
feather and brush on the plaster drying, soft- 
ening the colors with a blender or badger. 

Composition Ornament. In .the use of 
composition ornament on furniture the danger 
is that of employing it to excess, or rendering 
it too diffusive. Numerous and twisted con- 
voluted lines force attention before the article 
itself. There is a great difference between 
" ornamented " and ornamental construction, 
the latter, if well designed, has structural ex- 
pression. 

To Gild Oak and. other Hard Woods. 
It is sometimes required to gild the hard wood 
so as to show the grain. The surface is to be 
glass papered down and two coats of strong 
parchment size followed by oil gold size ap- 
plied. The gold can be laid on when thl6 is 
nearly dry and will brush off bright. 

Cherry Stain. Mix together, by stirring, 
one quart of spirits of turpentine, one pint of 
Japan, one pound of Venetian red ground in 
oil, and two ounces of dry burnt amber. Ap- 
ply with a brush and wipe off with a cloth. 
Finish with one coat of shellac and two coats 
of varnish. 

Oil Gilding: on Wood. The wood is pre- 
pared with white lead and linseed oil, or two 
or three coats of clear glue preparation. Over 
this is laid the size, a mixture of boiled linseed 
oil and ochre, and the leaf is applied when the 
surface is nearly hard. The process does not 
allow of burnishing. 

Minute Shades of Color. The power to 
distinguish between minute shades of color is 
very rare, although of late years an infinite 
diversity and minute division of primary color 
into thousands of delicate shadings has been 
applied to textile materials. 

Mother of Pearl Coating: on Wood or 
Glass. This coating consists of a cold solution 
of salt with dextrine laid on as thin as possible 
with a broad soft brush. The surface of the 
glass must be previously prepared with an al- 
coholic 6hellac solution. 

Japan Designs on Glass. One side of 
the glass is t& be covered with several layers of 
gold leaf by means of a gelatine solution, the 
gelatine being boiled in water, and on this 
backing the design is traced with a needle and 
coated with black japan. 

Gold Lac for Metal. A gold lac remark- 
able for its hardness and beautiful color, con- 
sists of a clear shellac solution mixed with pic- 
ric and almost half the amount af crystallized 
boracic acid, the latter being previously dis- 
solved in alcohol. 



THE 



OVERLAND 
MONTHLY 




1888. 



The Overland Monthly, established 
twenty years ago, has long been recognized as 
the only successful literary.magazine published 
west of the Alleghanies. The leading feature 
of the coming year will be 

ILLUSTRATED 
DESCRIPTIVE ARTICLES 

covering all important Pacific Coast regions. 
It is not too much to say that without the 
Overland Monthly it is impossible to keep 
informed upon the resources and growth of the 
Pacific Coast. 

To lovers of literature the Oveeland offers 
each month the best literary product of a 
group of new and brilliant writers. Its stories 
of Western adventure and mountaineering, 
Indian studies and Pioneer sketches have be- 
come famous. Its literary reviews, editorials 
and poems rank with the best of corresponding 
Eastern work. 

$4.00 PER YEAR. 

One Sample Copy, Twenty-five Cents. 

The Overland 
Monthly * Publishing * Co., 

420 MONTGOMERY STREET, 
SAN FRANCISCO. 



LAST OPPORTUNITY! 

gorjT M KAP EXCUBSI OM To ^ 

ALIFORNIA, 



( ali 



672 from St. Lonl» Tla Iron Mountain Ronlf 

XBO from Kansas City tla Missouri Paelflr Ky 

Tickets are good for six months.limited to sixty days 
for gome passage with Btop over privileges at plea 



Route. February 16th and Kansas City via. Missouri 
Pacific Railway. February 17th. GT All coupon 
offices in the United States and Canada will sell tick- 



F.J.KALDENBERG&CO. 

No. 371 Broadway, 

NEW YORK. 

Ivory, Pearl, Tortoise Shell, &c. 

CUT TO ORDER FOR 

Decorating, Furniture Manufacturing, 

Inlaying, Etc. 

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 



"BUILDING," 

AN ARCHITECTURAL WEEKLY, 

DEVOTED TO 

ARCHITECTURE, FURNITURE, DECORATION, 

AND ORNAMENT. 

Subscription, $6.00 per year. 15 cents per Copy. 

Monthly Number : 

Subscription, $1.~5 per year. 15 cents per Copy. 

Each number contains twelve pages of letterpress 

and six full page (9x11) lithographic plates. One 

plate each of practical details. 

A special feature of the coming year will be 

SMALL COUNTRY HOUSES. 

Sample Subscriptions : 

3 Months, weekly, $1.50. 3 Months, monthly, 50 cts. 

Just Published, 
$500 to $2,000.— Houses with Bills of Mater- 
ials and Estimates of Cost. Paper portfolio. 
Price. $1.00. 

^Published this Year. 
A LARGE COUNTRY HOUSE, 
with Details and Full Specifications by Bruce 
Price, Architect. One large quarto (12x15). 24 
Plates. Price, Si.00. 

recently published. 
Low-cost Houses, including Prize De- 
signs, with elevations, plans, details, specifica- 
tions, bills of materials, and estimates of cost. 
12 large (1 1x14 ^ plates of practical designs, costing 
from §500 to $3,000. Paper portfolio. Price, post- 
paid, $1.00. 
Stables, containing 12 plates of Stables suitable 
for Village lots, ranging in cost from $300 up- 
ward. Paper portfolio. Price, post-paid, $1.00. 
Gratis, Catalogues of Books on Building, Paint- 
ing and Decorating, and Catalogue of Drawing In- 
struments and Materials. 

W. T. COMSTOCK, Publisher, 

23 WARREN STREET, NEW YORK. 



